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THE RED CROSS 
*** 

IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

At the last meeting of the National Committee on Eed Cross Nurs- 
ing Service, it was decided that, in the future, nurses to be eligible for 
enrolment must be members of organizations affiliated with the Amer- 
ican Nurses' Association. Letters already received from state and local 
committees seem to indicate a very general approval of this new re- 
quirement. 

An awakening of interest in Eed Cross work is evinced by the 
numerous Eed Cross meetings which are being held this winter. The 
Graduate Nurses' Association of the District of Columbia has given 
the Eed Cross a prominent place on its programme and has arranged for 
lectures by Mabel T. Boardman, Major-General George W. Davis, Major 
Charles Lynch, Georgia M. Nevins, Ernest P. Bicknell, and Jane A. 
Delano. Major Charles E. Eeynolds, Medical Corps, U. S. A., lectured 
at a recent meeting of the Maryland State Association of Graduate Nurses 
on the relation of the Eed Cross to the Army and Navy in time of war. 
Members of the Manhattan and Brooklyn local committees and super- 
intendents of training schools spent an enjoyable evening at the home 
of Mrs. William K. Draper in New York on January 17. Mr. Robert 
W. DeForest, vice-president of the American National Eed Cross, gave 
an instructive talk on the co-operation of the various relief agencies 
working under the direction of the Eed Cross. He gave as an example 
of effective relief that recently rendered to the victims of the Washington 
Place fire in New York. The chairman of the National Committee on 
Eed Cross Nursing Service spoke of the progress of enrolment and the 
far-reaching results of the requirements for enrolment which had been 
adopted by the Eed Cross. 

Mrs. Stevenson sends the following interesting notice : 

The Eed Cross Committee of the Alumnae Association of the New 
York City Training School for Nurses, consisting of Adelphia Collins, 
Florence M. Kelly, Mary B. Dowling, Jane M. Pindell, Frances H. Meyer, 
Irene B. Yocum, and Mrs. Charles G. Stevenson, chairman, held a 
meeting at the Nurses' Home, Black well's Island, on January 18, 8 p.m. 
The main object of the meeting was to interest the members of the 

485 



486 The American Journal of Nursing 

Training School in the Eed Cross, and the nurses in training were all 
present in full uniform and made a most appreciative audience. A large 
number of the members of the alumnae and their friends were present, 
also the medical staff of the hospital. 

Miss Pindell made the opening address, welcoming all present and 
introduced as the first speaker Mrs. Stevenson, whose subject was the 
Eed Cross at the opening of the Spanish- American War. At that time 
Mrs. Stevenson enrolled as a volunteer nurse in the old Eed Cross 
organization, of which Miss Clara Barton was president. She gave an 
account of her first experience in active service, showing how time and 
money and energy and human life were lost, owing to the lack of Red 
Cross nursing organizations, in order that the nurses might understand 
why they were urged to give their active co-operation and support to the 
present Eed Cross Nurses Corps. 

Miss Pindell then introduced Miss Delano, chairman of the National 
Committee on Eed Cross Nursing Service, who was given a most enthu- 
siastic greeting by all present. Miss Delano gave a very interesting 
account of her first experience with the old Eed Cross organization dur- 
ing the yellow fever epidemic at Jacksonville, Florida, in 1887. At this 
time organization for nursing service was unheard of, and conditions 
were correspondingly chaotic. In spite of this discouraging introduction 
to the Eed Cross, Miss Delano never lost faith in the possibility of creat- 
ing an efficient nursing service, and she described in detail the present 
method of enrolling nurses for Eed Cross work and the procedure for 
calling them into service. This was illustrated with an account of the 
assignment of Red Cross nurses for duty at the base hospital at Fort 
Sam Houston during the army manoeuvres last May, which had proved 
the effectiveness of the present nursing service. 

The meeting closed with a short address from Mrs. Cadwallader 
Jones, chairman of the Advisory Board of the Training School, who 
urged each person present to become a member of the Eed Cross. An 
informal dance followed and all present felt that they had spent a most 
enjoyable as well as instructive evening. 

Frequent inquiry has been made concerning the use of the Eed Cross 
flag, and the following statement is authorized : 

State associations of nurses organized for Eed Cross work are mem- 
bers of the American Eed Cross and as such are entitled to use the Eed 
Cross flag at their meetings. Duly appointed state and local committees 
on Eed Cross Nursing Service are allowed the same privilege, but the 
Eed Cross flag should never be placed above the " Stars and Stripes/' 
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At the recent mine disaster in Briceville, Tennessee, canaries were 
used for the first time in mine relief work as a test for poisonous gases. 
The miners, wearing oxygen helmets, carried these birds which are 
most sensitive to impure air to give warning when dangerous localities 
were reached. As soon as they gave evidence of dizziness the rescuers 
retreated and the birds were at once placed in closed cages and given 
oxygen, which quickly restored them to a normal condition. 

The American Numismatic Society has just presented to the Amer- 
ican Eed Cross a series of fine designs for its medals, the designs having 
been prepared by the sculptor, Gutzon Borglum. The medals made from 
these designs will be used as awards for specially meritorious volunteer 
services rendered the Eed Cross, for first-aid competitions, and for 
badges and awards in connection with the Ninth International Red 
Cross Conference. The faces of all these medals will have the same 
design but the reverse sides of the four classes of medals will be dif- 
ferent and of especially appropriate patterns. On the face of each medal 
will appear the figure of a knight in armor, kneeling over the prostrate 
form of a man to whom he offers a cup of water. On the breast-plate of 
his armor gleams the Red Cross, the emblem of unselfish work for 
humanity. In the background stands a wearied horse, from which the 
knight has dismounted to render aid. 

Preparations for the International Conference to be held in Wash- 
ington, May 7 to 17, 1912, axe well under way. In connection with the 
conference there will be an exhibit of humanitarian inventions, and prizes 
aggregating $10,000 will be awarded to exhibitors by an international 
jury. A special building is now being constructed in Potomac Park 
for the housing of this exhibit. It is in the form of an immense cross 
and will contain about eighteen thousand square feet of floor space. 
It is earnestly hoped that many Red Cross nurses may be able to attend 
this conference, and the chairman of the National Committee will 
gladly render any assistance possible. Hotel reservations should be made 
in advance, and the following are recommended: The Shoreham, 15th 
and H Streets, $2 a day up, E. P. Bath, $1 extra. The New Willard, 
14th and P Streets, $2.50 a day up, E. P. Bath, $1 extra. The Arling- 
ton, Vermont Avenue and I Street, $2 a day up, E. P. Bath, $1 extra. 
The Richmond, 17th and H Streets, $1.50 a day up, E. P. Bath, $1 
extra, The Richmond is nearest to the Pan-American Union Building, 
where the meetings will be held, and the Exposition Building. 



